
Knights Hill Ramble
History of  Knights Hill
Knights Hill is the long road uphill from West Norwood Church to the boundary at Crown 
Point. Knights Hill Wood is at the top of the hill. In the 19th century, this was part of the 
grounds of Portobello House, after Portobello House was demolished, flats named Cedar 
House were built on the site in 1949. The area became wild and overgrown, and after 
development plans for the site were defeated in the 1980’s by opposition from residents 
and the London Wildlife Trust, the Trust took over management of the wood in 1989. The 
Trust opened up a circular path and added a boundary hedge, as well as planting other spe-
cies to improve the diversity. Management of Knights Hill Wood reverted to Lambeth Parks 
& Greenspaces in 2002. It is intended to declare the wood as a Local Nature Reserve in 
the near future.

Nature at Knights Hill
Some very impressive trees dominate the wood, and particularly notable is a large Wey-
mouth pine (Pinus strobes) which dates from the days of Portobello House. This particular 
pine is native to the mid-west of North America and the fact it does not tolerate pollution 
reflects well on the quality of the air here. Deodar (Cedrus deodara), a member of the cedar 
family, is also found here; it is a native of the western Himalayas and was first introduced to 
Britain in 1831. Other trees include oak (Quercus sp.), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), sycamore 
(Acer pseudoplatanus), common lime (Tilia x europaea) and horse-chestnut (Aesculus hip-
pocastanum), and there is much holly (Ilex aquilifolium) and regenerating elm (Ulmus sp.) un-
derneath. Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris), herb-robert (Geranium robertianum), hedge 
woundwort (Stachys sylvatica), rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium), wood avens 
(Geum urbanum) and wood dock (Rumex sanguineus) are all common in the ground flora. 
The songs of a range of woodland and garden birds compete against the sound of the traf-
fic; blackbirds, robins, treecreepers, nuthatches, mistle thrushes, blue tits, chaffinches and 
song thrushes may all be heard.

Come and enjoy an adventureous walk in the beautiful natural surroundings of 
Knights Hill Wood. 
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Upcoming events
Saturday 27th August - Bramble Bashing

Saturday 3rd September - Ivy Edradication

Saturday 10th September - Stag Beetle Habitat Creation

Saturday 17th September - Invasive Species Removal

Come and have some fun excercise in the fresh air whilst conserving your 

local environment! 

These free nature conservation events are part of Embrace Social 

Enterprises Ltd community nature conservation project 

“Spring into Action” 

Events  will be run with help from Lambeth Park Rangers. These fun activities 

are open to everyone although children under 16 should attend with a 

responsible adult.


