
Save the Stag Beetles!
Stag Beetle numbers are in fast decline, now listed as a globally threatened 
species and a priority species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981.

If we don’t save them now they may become extinct. 

The Stag Beetles name derives from their 
magnificent antler like mouth parts 
(mandibals) which they use in a similar 
way to male deer’s (a Stag) antlers, to 
compete with other males for a female 
and possibly food. Even though large these 
antlers are not a threat for humans. 

Stag Beetles start life as eggs laid by 
females in rotting wood, once the larvae 
have formed they grow for 3 - 6 years 
eating the rotting wood and plant roots.
After the larvae have formed into pupa 
and then fully formed into adults, they 
leave their nest around May - June time 
usually living for about 4 - 5 months 
during which they mate and lay eggs. 
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The Stag Beetles Life Cycle



The main reason Stag beetles are in 
decline is due to loss of habitat, and 
“cleaning up” of rotting wood before 
eggs are laid in that larvae would    
usually develop in. 

Although they may look fierce Stag 
beetles are harmless to humans and 
the larvae only feast on rotting wood, 
so please do not kill them.

If you find larvae in your garden, try 
to cover them again or if you need to 
move them please put them in a quiet 
part of your garden with some rotting 
wood and cover loosely with soil.

Try not to put down plastic, garden 
fleece or decking in your garden as 
these can stop Stag beetles from 
emerging in the Spring causing them 
to die - it also covers potential nesting 
sites.

Keep water butts covered as Stag 
beetles can’t swim - if you find one 
drowning, try to take them out, they 
will often revive themselves. You can 
even provide a small plank in areas 
with water for beetles to climb out on.

Be aware of predators such as magpies 
by scaring them away and try to keep 
cats indoors during dusk when Stag 
beetles will be flying around. 

Put down wood chippings or mulch to 
make a perfect habitat for females to 
lay their eggs in.

Create a log pile or pyramid as shown 
in the illustrations. Which will also at-
tract many other invertebrates.

How we can help Stag Beetles



If you haven’t got a lot of space you 
can bury a bucket; start by creating 
holes in the sides and bottom of the 
bucket and then fill with 1/4 soil and 
3/4 wood chip, then bury in a quiet 
shaded part of your garden - this will 
create a perfect habitat for the Stag 
beetle larvae to grow in and also means 
you can help monitor them; for full de-
tails please visit: www.ptes.org/work/
baps/BB4B.html.

You can also help by counting Stag 
beetles on the road and letting the 
People’s Trust for Endangered Species 
know your results and if you find any 
larvae; for more information please 
email: stagbeetle@ptes.org.

Luckily London is very popular for stag 
beetles and they have been seen in 
most London boroughs in the last ten 
years, however they seem to be seen 
more in west and south London.  

If you do see a Stag Beetle, remember 
to try to help the declining population 
and if you can follow the tips above to 
improve habitats and breeding sites for 
them.

Interesting Facts

•	 Scientific	name:	Lucanus 
Cervus

•	 Common	names:	Stag beetle, 
horse pincher, thunder beetle 
and oak ox.

•	 Habitat:	Hedgerows,     
woodland edges, parks and 
gardens. 

•	 Diet: Larvae eat decaying 
wood.  Adults have not been 
seen feeding, but do take 
moisture from ripe fruits.

•	 Fun	fact:	stag beetles are at-
tractted to ginger, avocardo 
and mango.

•	 Favourite tree: Oak, but 
they still like other hard 
wood trees. 
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More information on Stag 
Beetles can be found at the 
following	websites:

www.ptes.org

www.greatstaghunt.org

www.wildlondon.org.uk

We are holding a Stag Beetle 
habitat	creation	event:

Saturday 10th September

13.00 - 16.00 

Knights Hill Wood Nature 
Reserve.

Knights Hill is the long road which up-
hill from West Norwood Church to the 
boundary at Crown Point. Knights Hill 

Wood is near the top of the hill.

For a map and information on 
our	other	events	please	visit:

http://embraceenvironment.word-
press.com/spring-into-action/

http://www.ptes.org
http://www.wildlondon.org
http://www.greatstaghunt.org
http://www.myembrace.org
http://www.ptes.org
http://www.greatstaghunt.org
http://www.wildlondon.org.uk
http://embraceenvironment.wordpress.com/spring-into-action/
http://embraceenvironment.wordpress.com/spring-into-action/

